
MINUTES OF THE

SELMA CITY COUNCIL

OCTOBER 5 2010

12 00 NOON

Call to Order

Invocation Reverend Winston Williams Pastor

Rosedale eM E Church

Pledge of Allegiance

The Selma City Council met in a regular session in the Council Chambers of City Hall on Tuesday
October 5 2010 at 12 o clock noon

ROLL CALL

The following members were present during roll call Council President Dr Cecil Williamson and Council

members CouncilwomanSusan Keith Councilwoman Dr Monica Newton Councilwoman Angela Benjamin
Councilman Samuel 1 Randolph Councilman Benny 1 Tucker and Councilwoman Bennie R Crenshaw

Others present were Mayor George Evans City Clerk Ivy S Harrison City Attorney Jimmy Nunn City
Treasurer Cynthia Mitchell and the Mayor s Executive Assistant Brenda Smothers Councilman Corey Bowie

wasabsent during roll call but arrived at 12 15 p m

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

President Williamson asked for the approval of the agenda items A motion was made by Councilwoman

Newton and seconded by Councilman Tucker to approve the agenda items as written A roll call vote was

taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council members present

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

After approval of the agenda President Williamson asked for the approval of the minutes of September 14

2010 regular meeting minutes A motion was made by Councilwoman Keith and seconded by Councilman

Tucker to approve the minutes of September 14 2010 A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed
with a unanimous vote of the Council members present

President Williamson stated at this particular time we would be in the hands of our City Attorney to

Canvass Ballots of our Special Election and to Certify the Results of the Special Election which washeld on

Tuesday September 28 2010

I CANVASS BALLOTS

Canvassing of the Special Election was facilitated by City Attorney Jimmy Nunn and City Clerk Ivy
S Harrison During canvassing Mrs Harrison stated that a total of 1 Provisional Ballot was submitted to the

Board of Registrar s Office from the Special Election held on Tuesday September 28th Mrs Harrison further

stated the ballot wasCertified by the Board of Registrar s Office and will be counted on today

II CERTIFICATION OF ELECTION RESOLUTION RIOI IO ll

Attorney Nunn stated the Provisional Ballot counted from the Old NationalGuard Armory will make

a total of 637 votes for Mr Thomas Atchison and Mr John Jowers at 15 votes Attorney Nunn further stated

to Council that they have before them Resolution R101 10jll a Resolution Canvassing and Declaring the

Results of the Special Election held on Tuesday September 28th regarding the Election of Ward One

Councilman Attorney Nunn stated said Resolution R101 10jll reflects that Mr John Jowers received a

total of 15 votes and Mr Thomas Atchison received 637 votes and also declares that Mr Thomas Atchison

received the majority of the votes cast for the Office of Councilman Ward One and is hereby declared duly
elected to the Office for the remaining term which began on the first Monday in November 2008 and shall

expire 4 years thereafter A motion was made by Councilwoman Keith and seconded by Councilman

Tucker to approve said Resolution R101 10jll Resolution to Certify the results of the September 28th

Special Election Council Member for Ward 1 A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a

unanimous vote of the Council
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CITIZENS REQUESTS

Dr Margaret Hardy
Re Waiver of Building Usage Fee Performing Arts Center
Dr Hardy stated that she was present on behalf of the BlackBelt Arts Cultural Center B BACC for theirannual AfricanExtravaganza
to be held on Friday October 22nd and Saturday October 23rd at the Performing Arts Center A motion was made by Councilwoman
Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman Bowie to waive the Building Usage Fee at the Performing Arts Center for the BlackBelt Arts
CulturalCenter B BACC for their annual African Extravaganza on October22nd and October23rd A roll call vote was taken and the
motion passed with a unanimous vote of theCouncil

Rev Winston Williams
Re Waiver of Building Usage Fee Performing Arts Center
Rev Williams stated that he was present onbehalf of the SonRise Selma Program which will be held at the Performing Arts Center on

October 30 2010 January 29 2011 April 30 2011 July 30 2011 and October 29 2011 A motion was made by Councilman Bowie and
seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to waive the Building Usage Fee at the Performing Arts Center for the SON Rise Selma
Program to be held on the above listed dates A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed witha unanimous vote of theCouncil

MAYOR S REPORT

A FY 2010 2011 Budget Mayor Evans stated to Council that he thinks any questions that the
Council has concerning the Budget should be taken care of between now and our next Council Meeting on

Tuesday October 12th President Williamson concurred and announced to the Council that we will have a

Work Session on next Monday Evening at 6 00 p m to deal with the Budget Mayor Evans asked the Council
to forward any questions that they may have to him by this Friday in an effort for him to have any answers

ready for the Council Mayor Evans made a statement for the record and asked that the Minutes reflect his
statement this is the not the first time we have had to continue a Budget that on many occasions the old

Budget wascontinued until the next Budget was adopted

B Resolution R274 0910 Award of Contract to Dominion Construction Company
Sanitary Sewer Improvement Project Mayor Evans stated to Council that Resolution R274 09j10
represents major concerns in our City as it relates to sewer projects Mayor Evans asked Mr Ray Hogg to

come forward to address the Council in the event they had questions Councilwoman Crenshaw stated that
she has asked for some specific information on the contracts dealing with minority hiring and she has not

received any of the information Councilwoman Crenshaw further stated to Mayor Evans that he does not

have to address thatnow but she will just hold up voting for any contracts until she can see exactly what she
is voting on in terms of that particular information During discussion a motion was made by
Councilwoman Newton and seconded by Councilman Randolph to approve Resolution R274 09j10
Award of Contract to Dominion Construction Company for the Sanitary Sewer Improvement Projects A roll
call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council members present There

wereseven affirmative votes of the Council and one nay vote Councilwoman Crenshaw cast a nay vote

C Resolution RI02 1011 Approval of Grant Agreement Between the City and the

Governor s Office of Faith Based and Community Initiatives to Fund the Selma Digital Opportunity
AmeriCorps Program Mayor Evans stated to Council that they should have before them a copy of

Resolution R102 10jll Approval of Grant Agreement Between the City and the Governor s Office of Faith
Based and Community Initiatives to Fund the Selma Digital Opportunity AmeriCorps Program A motion

was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilwoman Keith to approve Resolution

R102 10jll Approval of Grant Agreement Between the City and the Governor s Office of Faith Based and

Community Initiatives to Fund the Selma Digital Opportunity AmeriCorps Program A roll call vote was

taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council

D Resolution RI03 10 11 Surplus of Police Vehicles Mayor Evans stated to Council that

during the last Council Meeting he gave to them a list of police vehicles that he would like to place on

surplus for the purpose of selling and disposal of them Mayor Evans asked Council s approval of

Resolution R103 10jll Approval to Surplus Police Vehicles A motion was made by Councilwoman Keith

and seconded by Councilman Tucker to approve Resolution R103 10jll Surplus of Police Vehicles A roll

call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council

E Resolution RI07 10 11 Award of Contract to Wire grass Construction Company
Incorporated for Resurfacing and Reconstruction of Selma Streets at Various Locations Mayor Evans
stated to Council that they should have within their packets Resolution R107 10jll Award of Contract to

Wiregrass Construction Company Incorporated for Resurfacing and Reconstruction of Selma Streets at

Various Locations Mayor Evans asked the Council to approve the base bid and award of Contract to

Wiregrass Construction Company Incorporated who was the lowest bidder for Resurfacing and
Reconstruction of Selma Streets at Various Locations During discussion a motion was made by Councilman

Bowie and seconded by Councilman Tucker to approve Resolution R107 10jll Award of Contract to

Wiregrass Construction Company Incorporated for Resurfacing and Reconstruction of Selma Streets at

Various Locations A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council
Members present
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MAYOR S REPORT

F Plantation Patterns Furniture Company Tax Abatement Agreement and Resolution to

Grant Abatement Mayor Evans stated Plantation Patterns Furniture Company is a new Company that is

located at Craig Airport Authority Facility and now they want to expand and come into the City of Selma

Mayor Evans further stated initially the Company will start out with 50 jobs and hopefully expand to 100

jobs Mayor Evans stated for the purpose of enhancing job opportunities for the City of Selma and of Dallas

County we have offered tax abatements to Companies in the past Mayor Evans further stated Mr Wayne
Vardaman and Representatives from the Company are present at today s Council Meeting Mr Vardaman

was asked to come forward to address the Council with an explanation of the Tax Abatement Agreement
Mr Vardaman addressed the Council and stated this is a great project and that what they are basically
asking approval for is an abatement of property taxes for ten 10 years which is standard and a one time

exemption of sales and use tax for construction purposes Mr Vardaman further stated that we are looking at

a 1 000 000 00 capital investment and as Mayor Evans stated 50 jobs for the first year and upwards to 100

between the second and third year President Williamson stated to Mr Vardaman that he recognized that

there are some other people with him and asked that he introduce them to the Council those present were

Vice President of Operations Mr Andy Huett Supervisor Mr Connell Towns and their Human Resources

Manager Mr Pat Soileau They were all received with a Warm Welcome During discussion a motion

was made by Councilwoman Keith and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to approve the Tax

Abatement Agreement and Resolution to Grant the Abatement for Plantation Patterns Furniture Company
A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the Council

G Approval of Tax Revenue Enhancement Agreement Between the City of Selma and PRA

Government Services LLC db a RDS to Provide Revenue Administration Services Mayor Evans asked

Ms Cynthia Mitchell to come forward and address the Council with an explanation of the Tax Revenue

Enhancement Agreement Ms Mitchell addressed the Council and stated that the contracts are annual

contracts that we have with AlaTax which now is RDS Ms Mitchell further stated that one of the contracts

is for sales tax collections and the other one is for Business License Enhancement During discussion a

motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilwoman Keith to approve the Tax

Revenue Enhancement Agreement Between the City of Selma and PRA Government Services LLC d b a

RDS to provide Revenue Administration Services A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a

unanimous vote of the Council

H Approval of Tax Revenue Enhancement Agreement Between the City of Selma and PRA

Government Services LLC db a RDS to Provide Business License DiscoverylRecovery Services

Following the above explanation and approval of the above stated Tax Revenue Enhancement Agreement a

motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by Councilman Tucker to approve the Tax

Revenue Enhancement Agreement Between the City of Selma and PRA Government Services LLC d b a

RDS to provide Business License Discovery Recovery Services A roll call vote was taken and the motion

passed with a unanimous vote of the Council

I Approval of Invoices Totaling for the Dallas County E M A Federal County City Share

Program Mayor Evans stated to Council that they should have a copy of the invoices for the Dallas County
EM A Federal County City Share Program and that he has spoken with Attorney Nunn about it and it is a

legal request Mayor Evans further stated right now we can not afford to take any action on it due to the state

that we are in financially right now but that it is legitimate and he just wanted to make the Council aware of

it President Williamson stated it will be placed on the Agenda once the Budget is approved

J Designation of Voting Delegate and Alternates for the National League of Cities Annual

Business Meeting at the Conclusion of the Congress of Cities Exposition November 30 December 4 2010

in Denver Colorado Mayor Evans stated to Council that they should have within their packets information

as it relates to the National League of Cities Annual Meeting November 30th December 4th in Denver

Colorado Mayor Evans further stated that the Council will have to designate a Voting Delegate and an

Alternate for that Business Meeting and he wanted to make the Council aware of it President Williamson

asked the Council to think about this and he would place it on the next Council Meeting s Agenda

K Health Insurance Increase Mayor Evans stated to Council that we had a very good
explanation about the Health Insurance Increase issue during last nights Work Session Mayor Evans further

stated for the Council Members who werenot present at last night s Work Session our Health Insurance has

increased 21 6 in costs for our Employees which runs about 64 00 more for Single Coverage Mayor Evans

stated we still have to time to take acti n on this butthat it will be his recommendation to ask the Employees
to pay an additional amount of 21 00 and the City will pay an additional amount of 43 00 for the Health

Insurance Mayor Evans further stated the insurance increase is due in part as a result of the claims that we

have had Mayor Evans stated that he has also met with the Employees in two 2 sessions to go over this

with them and has shared the reasons and rationale for this which is that financially we can not pay it alt
but that we can pay a part of it President Williamson stated that we will take action at the next Council

Meeting
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MAYOR S REPORT

1 Update Etheridge Avenue and Griffin Street Mayor Evans stated to Council that they are

still awaiting all of the data back so that itcan be brought back before the Council for approval to contract the

work to be done Mayor Evans further stated thatit is going to be done but it just has not flowed as

quickly as we would have liked it to Mayor Evans stated this is still a Work in Progress and that the plan is

still to have the streets finished by the end of the year

M Memorial Stadium Lighting Update Mayor Evans stated to Council that he wanted the

Council to be aware of the fact thatthe Memorial Stadium Lighting Project is now completed and that

Attorney Nunn has been working with them on this Mayor Evans stated it is looking good

O Resolution R106 1011 Resolution to Adopt Prior Year s Budget Mayor Evans stated to

Council that they should have within their packets Resolution R106 10 11 Resolution to Adopt the Prior

Year s Budget Mayor Evans stated he would like to make the recommendation to Council that they adopt
Resolution R 106 10 11 until the new Budget for Fiscal Year 2010 2011 is adopted A motion was made by
Councilman Bowie and seconded by Councilwoman Newton to approve said Resolution R106 10 11

Resolution to Adopt the Prior Year s Budget A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a

unanimous vote ofthe Council

P Reminder and Announcements Mayor Evans stated he would like to announce and advise

the Council of the following

1 Avigilon SecurihJ System Case Study and SecurihJ News Articles

2 American Apparel Contract

3 Central Alabama Fair Monday October 4tlr Saturday October 9th

4 Fall for All Events Tale Tellin Festival Riverfront Market Day Selma s Southern Sunday
Friday October 8tlr Sunday October lOfl1

5 The Historic Marker will be unveiled on Market Day Center Stage at 11 15 a m on Saturday

CITY ATTORNEYS REPORT

A Resolution R104 1011 Clarification to Selma Water Works and Sewer Board

Appointment of Mr Robert Allen Attorney Nunn stated to Council that they should have within their

packets Resolution R104 10 11 Clarification to Selma Water Works and Sewer Board Appointment of Mr

Robert Allen Attorney Nunn stated to Council that if they recall the Council appointed Mr Robert Allen on

April 27 2010 as a Director Member of the Selma Water and Sewer Board to serve the remaining term ofDr

Geraldine Allen Attorney Nunn further stated in reviewing the Minutes it was discovered that we did not

put a term in place Attorney Nunn stated Resolution R104 10 11 is mainly clarifying that he is completing
the term of Dr Allen which is a six year term and that her term began in August of 2006 and Mr Allen s

term will expire in August 2012 A motion was made by Councilwoman Crenshaw and seconded by
Councilwoman Benjamin to approve Resolution R104 10 11 Clarification to Selma Water Works and Sewer

Board Appointment of Mr Robert Allen A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a

unanimous vote ofthe Council

B Alcoholic Beverage License Mehulkumar Patel Ambika LLC db a Captain s Corner

Transfer 3000 Citizens Parkway Attorney Nunn stated to Council that they should have before them an

Alcoholic Beverage License Application as it relates to Melhulkumar Patel Ambika LLq d b a Captain s

Corner for a Retail Beer Table Wine Off Premises Only Transfer License located at 3000 Citizens Parkway
Attorney Nunn further stated said Alcoholic Beverage License Application was placed on 1st Reading during
the last Council s Meeting and is up for Council s approval of the same A motion was made by
Councilwoman Keith and seconded by Councilman Randolph to approve said Alcoholic Beverage License

Application of Mehulkumar Patel Ambika LLq for a Retail Beer Table Wine Off Premises Only Transfer

Alcoholic Beverage License A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the

Council There were six affirmative votes and two abstentions President Williamson and Councilwoman

Newton abstained from voting

C 0101 1011 An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No COS21 0l02 As It Relates to

Excessive and Loud Noise Attorney Nunn stated to Council that they should have within their packets
Ordinance 0101 10 11 An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No COS21 01 02 As It Relates to Excessive

and Loud Noise as per Councilwoman Newton Councilwoman Newton stated to Council if they recall

when the Noise Ordinance was brought before them and assigned a noise violation in the amount of 300 00

what they did not anticipate was that the Court Cost would be assessed regardless of whether or not they
went to Court and the Court Cost was 150 00 Councilwoman Newton further stated after verifying that all
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of this information was correct she asked Attorney Nunn to amend the Ordinance to lower the fine to

100 00 which would bring the total fine to less than the original fine 250 00 Councilwoman Newton

stated she asked Attorney Nunn to bring this to them for 1st Reading During discussion a motion wasmade

by Councilwoman Newton and seconded by Councilwoman Crenshaw to place said Ordinance 0101

10 11 An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No COS21 01 02 As ItRelates to Excessive and Loud Noise on

1 st Reading A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote ofthe Council

D 0113 0910 City Council Rules and Procedures An Ordinance Amendin Ordinance

No 0102 0405 Attorney Nunn stated to Council that they should have before them Ordinance 0113

09 10 City Council Rules and Procedures An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No 0102 04 05

Councilwoman Newton stated that the Ad Hoc Committee met regarding the City Council Rules and

Regulations to discuss a proposed change in the City Council s Rules and Regulations in conjunction with

the Administrative Committee that met last Friday and those present were Councilwoman Benjamin
Councilman Tucker Councilman Bowie President Williamson and herself Councilwoman Newton further

stated the intent of the Rules change was to clarify to people that want to make Citizen s requests of the

Council and whatthey would like for them to request and how they would like them to conduct themselves

Councilwoman Newton stated that they have received some suggestions from Citizens as well as

suggestions from administrative personnel of how other Cities handle this Councilwoman Newton further

stated that they looked at all of the suggestions and came up with the following proposed amendments to

said Ordinance No 0102 04 05

Any individual organization or group desiring to be placed on the City Council

Meeting agenda may receive a Request Form from the City Council s

administrative assistant and file said request with the administrative assistant Said

request shall include their name address and any group and or organization they

may represent All requests to speak before the City Council shall be granted at the

discretion and permission of the City Council President

Upon properly filling a request and being placed on the Agenda for the City
Council Meeting the individual s organization s or group s hereinafter

referred to as speakers shall conduct themselves and their presentation to the

Selma City Council in accordance with the following guidelines to

wit

1 Speaker s shall be called upon according to the agenda and shall be granted permission to

speak by the presiding officer of the Selma City Council

2 Upon being called to speak and prior to speaking the speaker s shall identify themselves

by stating the following

i Their name s

ii Address

iii Any group and or organization they may represent and

iv The request being made to the Council

3 Speaker s comments must be limited to five 5 minutes and speaker must conclude when

time is expired

4 In the interestof the public an organization or group should have a spokesperson to

address the City Council

5 Comments should be directed to the Council as a whole and not addressed to individual

Council Members unless the speaker is responding to a question asked of him or her by a

Council Member

6 Each person addressing th Council should do so in a manner that is orderly and does not

disrupt disturb or otherwise impede the orderly conduct of the meeting

7 If these rules are not followed then the Council President will declare the speaker out of

order and request them to be seated If they will not conclude then the Council President

will ask the Mayor to have police escort them out of the Chamber
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8 It is recommended and preferred that requests for financial support be directed to acouncil

member and or council president for discretionary fund support without making a

presentation to the council at large Discretionary Fund requests may be made via the City
Council s Administrative Assistant and thereafter distributed to all Council members by the

administrative assistant

Councilwoman Newton stated those are the changes that they would like to see made and further

stated when it came down to it what they really wanted was to have public comments but to have them

orderly that was the intent and sum total of the changes that they are recommending During discussion a

motion was made by Councilwoman Newton and seconded by Councilman Tucker to place Ordinance

0113 09j10 City Council Rules and Procedures An Ordinance amending Ordinance No 0102 04j05 on

1st Reading A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a majority vote of the Council There

were seven affirmative votes and one nay vote Councilwoman Crenshaw cast a nay vote Councilwoman

Crenshaw stated for the record if we are not going to apply this to everyone then we need to stop playing
games for what we really need to do Councilwoman Newton stated the intent for bringing this for

discussion was to make it easier for Citizens to know what is expected of t1iem instead of it being implied
that it is similar to what is expected of them and that waswhy she felt it was incumbent upon them to place
this in the Rules and Regulations

E Resolution R105 10 11 Special Use Permit to Co Locate an Existing Facility for Clear

Wireless Located on North Karen Street Attorney Nunn stated to the Council that they should have before

them Resolution R105 10j11 Special Use Permit to Co Locate an Existing Facility for Clear Wireless Located

on North Karen Street Attorney Nunn further stated they are not changing the existing tower other than

placing some additional antennas on the existing tower and said Resolution R105 10j11 is up for Councils

consideration tonight Attorney Nunn stated after Council s consideration during today s Council Meeting it

goes back to our Consultant for them to inspect and monitor as it goes through the process During
discussion a motion was made by Councilwoman Keith and seconded by Councilman Newton to approve

Resolution R105 10j11 Special Use Permit to Co Locate an Existing Facility for Clear Wireless Located on

North Karen Street A roll call vote was taken and the motion passed with a unanimous vote of the

Council

F 0111 06 07 Livestock Ordinance Attorney Nunn stated to Council that the Livestock

Ordinance is being brought back before them per Councilman Bowie Attorney Nunn further stated that it

wasbrought up during the years of 2006 2008 by former Councilwoman Venter and that it is being brought
back up because Councilman Bowie stated it is still a problem within his Ward Attorney Nunn stated we

never approved the Livestock Ordinance and if Council recalls there were several questions and concern as

it relates to the Livestock Ordinance about the transportation issue concerns from the Police Department and

the Animal Shelter Attorney Nunn stated that he has given a copy of it to Councilman Bowie for his review

and hopefully it will be brought back to the Council for action

BUSINESS ITEMS

I NOISE ORDINANCE

President Williamson stated it is probably a revelation to many people that if they pay their fines

for noise without going to Court they still have to pay a Court Cost and that that is why the tickets are so

high that it is a State Law and not a Local Law

II OLD Y M CA BUILDING

Councilwoman Keith stated that this is still a Work In Progress and that she is still working with

Mayor Evans and the Community Development on this and they hope to have some things accomplished
soon

III COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1ST

President Williamson stated that he would make the Committee Assignments once they get their full

Complement after Councilman Atchison joins them

IV FY 2010 2011 BUDGET UPDATE

President Williamson stated that there will be a Work Session on Monday October 11th at 6 00 p m

to discuss the FY 2010 2011 Budget
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RECREATION COMMITTEE Councilwoman Monica Newton Chairman

No Report

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE Councilman Corey Bowie Chairman

Councilman Bowie made a report

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE Councilman Samuel Randolph Chairman

No Report

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE Councilwoman Susan Keith Chairperson

Councilwoman Keith made a report

PUBLIC WORKS GENERAL SERVICES COMMITTEE Councilwoman Susan Keith Chairperson

No Report

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES Councilwoman Angela Benjamin Chairperson

No Report

SELMA DALLAS YOUTH AMBASSADORS Councilman Corey Bowie Chairperson

No Report

CLOSING REMARKS BY EACH COUNCIL MEMBER

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council a motion was made by Councilwoman

Keith and seconded by Councilwoman Benjamin to adjourn and by unanimous consent of the Council this

meeting adjourned at 1 47 p m

l
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DR CECIL WILLIAMSON Council President

APPROVED I

l4 0 f
J tJl 7 er

GEORGE PATRItK EVANS Mayor
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RISON City Clerk


